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It is axrced by all Catholicks, that” the 
Church * an infallible Witneſs and 
Guide, And Proteftants profeſs, that 
if this could be made evidently appear, 
they Would Leld out in no Controverſie at 
all. Ti.is therefere 1s to be made evident 
znto Proteſtants. This 1s the taskh of 
Carholicks, eſpecially of Cathblick Mil- 
fionaries. Creſſy's Append. to . Exomol. 
Cap. 4. fl. 6. 
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When IT tare fic made my AC- 
knowledsment for the kindneſs of 
your frequent viſits; 3 do then 


preſume, with an honeſt plainneſs, 
thus to declare my (lf. 


Your delign is to perſwade me 
to change my* Religion. MNow we 
Country-men, you know, 40 love 2 
ſaving Bargain, It therefore T 
ſhould be a Roman: Catholic, what 
Ihall 1 be the better for't? What 
real Benefit and advantage ſhall I 
get by ſuch a ge; ? | 


And here pray do not alle 
me. 

It is not any Temporal ad- 
yantage that 1 expeft, by the 
Profelfion either of yours or any _ 
other Religion. 1f my Religion is 
my: Interett, j do then bleſs Gad 
for it: anl have cauſe to be tru- 
ly thankful. that he gives me 
ſuch an cafic and comfortable 


Paſ- 


- — = 


(29 
Paſſage through this vale of Tears. 
But if the free Publick exerciſe of | 
my Religion, is not confiſtent 
with my worldly Intereſt; but 
doth expoſe me to Sufferings ayd 
Troubles: I muft then remember 
that | am a Chriſtian. - And as 
ſuch muft chearfully take up my 
Croſs, and follow my Bleſſed Sa- 
viour the Captain of our Sehuati- 
on, who was made perfjet through 
Sufferings, Who when he was revi- 


ted, reviled not again ; when he ſuf-. 
fered, he threatned not ; but commit- 
red himſelf to him tbat judgeth rightc- 


oufly, 1 Pet. 2. 23» 


So that in ſhort. When 1 do. 


ask you ; What real benefit and ad- 
vantage I ſhall get by being a Ro- 
man Catholic? My meaning is 


plainly this, That fince the end_ 


of our Faith, # the Salvation of 
our Souls ? Shall 1 fand better and 
more certain DireQions in the 

A5 Church 
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Church of Rome, how to ſave my 
Soul, than the Church of Zngland 
can pretend to give me ? 


. Particularly: : 

Can the Church of Rowe more 
diftinaly explain the Articles of 
the Creed; and will ſhe give me 
a better Interpretation of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, out of which the 
Creed is taken? Will ſhe better 
diret me how to ſubdue my vict- 
ous indinations ? How to procure 
pardon of my Sins; and obtain 
the favour of God? If 7 If 
theſe things can be ſolidly proved ; 
It is then both my Intereft and Du- 
ty to leave the Church of England, 
and embrace the Communion of 
the Church of Rome. : 


Now in order to my fatisfaci- 
on, 1 muft needs grant you have 
often told me, That the Churck 
of Rome is Infallible. And that 
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neither the Church of Erglixd, nor 
any other Pcoteftant Church can 
pretend to be ſo. And then you 
have with great Triumph demand- 
ed; Whether it is not moft pru- 
dent, to ſubmit my felf to an In- 
fallible Guidance ? | 


To which I do thus humbly Re- 
PIY. Ty 
You ſay, Fatheys, that the Charch 
of Rome is infallible. But pray 
how do you prove it? And Ict 
me ſo far beg your favour, as not 
to think me impertinent, whilſt 1 
put this taſk upon 'you. For 
though you may perhaps blame 
it as too muck confidence in a 
Catholic of yours to aſk queftions 
upon this point, and may require 
an entire ſubmiſſion, rather than 
allow him to put in a Why or Where- - 
fore, or truit his Senſes, or con» 
ſult his Reaſon beyond your al- 
lowance:; Yet We, call us what 
AG You 
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You pleaſe for it, cannot forgo. 
that Right we have as Hen to ex- 
afnine a Doctrine before we receive 
it for Divine Truth. We natu- 
rally take this courſe in all weighs | 
ty matters. ' And lince l refolve 
(and I belive you'll fav *fis but - 
reaſon 1 ſhould) not to buy or 
ſwap. a Horſe unleſs 1 fee and ry 
him. IT pray why ſhould 1 forgo - 
my Religion, or take UP ours upon 
i; Tn _— 

Pardon me, Sirs, I am more 
tender of my "Soul than to- be ſo. 
impoſed on. I do therefore a- 
£2in_very bluntly. demand; How 
flo you prove, that The. Church of 
Rome 5 is Tefallible ? 


Andi for your encouragement, - 
permit me further to tell you; . 
Fhar it. is your Intereſt; as weil as 
mine. to proye it at this time, 
Fac you Rave 2 HW. work lycs 

'Vpon 


E371 
upon ou; even rhe Coverſion of 
Three EF ingdoms, And though ths 
 Labeurers are no! fers. yer whe Harveſt 
s 7a; It wi!) the: cfore 58 Vour 
Prudence. to fix upor this fark 
and compendious method. = 
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. The particular points 1 CONtTO= 

vyerſie betwixt Us, you $2952 Are 

many. And it would ike 02 a 
| lang time diftin&ly to debate ram. 

But if you can convince me. that 

your Church s 7f4Ii5ble; you wll 
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then make ſhort - work on'c and it "þ 
. prove themall at once. | 4} E 
For if your Church cannot Err, 44 0 | 
it muſt then be acknowleds'd that 3 38 
ſhe hath za Erred. And conſe- + Sn 
<ventiy, whatever ſhe hath pro- | 
poled as an 4rticke of Faith, it bs 
ought to be received as ſuch. So Fﬀ 
that prove this, and AZ's your = 
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2. The Infallible Dired:oz of 
that Church. 


If only the farmer ; Then the 
Inf allibility of the Church of Rome 
doth fignifie no more than this, viz. 


It is a certain infallible Truth : 
That the Church of Rome ſhall ne- 
ver. be extina, ſhall never ceaſe 
to be a Church. Chrift hath burlc 
ber upon the Rock ; and the Gates 
of Hell ſhall not prevail again 

r, . | 


To which Interpretation of your 
Infallibility I- make bold to Reply 
theſe rwo Things. 


1. Ht is not true. 


2. It is not ſufficient. 


 Asto the Firſt ; There are in- 
deed many comfortable Promiſes ; 
that 
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' that the Church Earholic ſhall ne. 
ver be extindt. Chrift hath pro- ' 
miſed to be always with. ber. x0 
the end of the World. And the. 
Gates of Hell (or of Death) hall: 
not prevail againft her; 1. e. Mau-” 
gre all the malice of . Men and.De- 
vits, the Church of Chrift ſhall ne- _ 
ver wholly be. deftroyed. True 
Religion ſhall never be ſo far driven 
out of the Whrid, but that it ſhall 
always haye, fome where or 0- 
ther, ſome that believe and pro- 
feſs it inall things neceſſary to Sal- 
yation,. ol 
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But pray, Fathers. What's this to 
the Church of Rome ? © R 


For though it is the noted miſtake * 
df your Writers, to call the. Church 
»f Rome the Church Cathelic (and 
:hen to apply all the Promiſes of 
Protettion and Preſervation to her. 
is ſuch? yet this is only their own 
| con- 
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confident Ms "without the 
leaſt manner of Proof. : 


Indeed the Church of Rome {0 far 
3s ſhe is Urthodox and holds the 
Catholic Faith, lo far ſhe may 
be truly called a Catholic- Church. 
But fo likewiſe mav the Charch 
of England, the Churci: of ' Dex- 
mark, or any other pa-ticular 
Church. But now to affert ; That 


the Church of Rome (thoagh ſhe- 


were as Catholic in her Doctrine 
as ſhe can pretend) is' The Catho- 


lic Church. exclufiv> cf a} o-: 
thers (beſides the unchH>ritavieneſs: 
of the opinion) 15 2s great an: 
impropriety of ſpeech as to affirm ; 
That a4 part is the mhgle, Or. 


[That one fingle member, ſuppoſe 


"a Hand or a Foot, 1s the whole 
Body. 


Now that the Church of Rome 


is but a particular Church (a ' 
branch 
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branch and member -f the Church 
C atbolic, and as ſuch may ceaſe 
and be extini, as any other par- 
ticular Church may) is plainly 
determined by S. Pax}. Rom. 
Ii. 18, 20, 21. Bodff not againff 
the Branches: but if thou boaft, 
thou—beareſt nas the Root, but the 
Xg0t thee ——- Be no3 Vigh-mindet, 
but fear, For,if Ged ſpared zot the 
xttura] Branches take beed 1:8 be 
alſo ſpare not thee, 


In ſhort. The Church of Rome: . 
hath no ſpecial Promiſe or Priviledga, 
ebove other particular Churches, of 
emmunity from falling; either from 
the purity of Faith, er the whole: 
Faith i ſelf. 


Tf there is ſuch a Priviledge or 
Promiſe, let it then be produced, 
and I ſhall with the greateft ſub- 
miſkon beg pardon for this miſ- 
take, | 

But 
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But ſuppoſe this Expoſition 
1 of your Infalibiliry were true, 
, yet 

| 2. It is not ſufficient; as not 
anſwering thoſe ends, for wkich 


this Priviſedge in your Church 1 
pretended. 


For let it be granted ; That 
- the Church of Reme is not only 
a true Church at preſent, but 
alſo ſhall frill fo continue to. the 
end of the World. What then ? 


Will you thence infer, That 
the Members of the Church of Eng- 
land arc obliged to ſeparate from 
their own Church, and embrace 


the Communion of the Church of 
Kome ? 


As mean as my Education hath 
been, 1 hope you do not fancy, 
thar 
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that I am thus to be impoſed 
Os: 2-4/7 | 


For even my flender Capacity 
can eahly apprehend; That to 
preve- the neceffity of {uch a ſe- 
paration; you muſt not only tell 
me, That the Church of Rome is 
a Church (for ſo likewiſe is the 
Church of Englind) but you ought 
further to confider the merits of 
the Cauſe it ſeif, by examining; The 
pretended Defe#s of the Church 
of 'Englend on the one hand ! and 


the pretended Priviledges of the . 


Church of Rome on the other, Of 
which 1 "ſhall add nothing further 
at preſent. But ſhall only defire 
you to obſerve; That A true 


Church may be a corrupt Church, As 
a Man may be truly a Man, and yet 


may be very dangerouſly fick. 


But will you thence affirm; 
Becauſe ſuch a poor Patient fril! 
i retains 


( x5 ) 
retains the Efence. and Beja of a 
Man, that it is therefore my Duty 


. t9 chatgs condition * with him ? 


If you 4nd I were in two Boats; and 
yours Tet the Water in- tothe haz- 
zard of your life, cari you think 
it fit that 1 ſhould run ont of my 
own into yours, becauſe you coult 
aſſure ite" it was 2 rHha2) Bott” of 
rrily a Boat RT? dy 


n 
og 


The Application is alties add 


pray, Fathers, Make - it to' your 


felvess 


I hope your are now fully cOnt- 
vinced, that this ft notion of n= 


falliSitnry will do you little Service. 
Let us therefore procent © to Cxa- 


-minethe 


Serond, viz. The Inf ai: Dires 
tion of the Church of Rome. Which 


your Writers do commonly thus 
explain, 
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That *fince the wiſdom of God, 
for the diretion of bis Church in 
Faith and Worſhip, bath revealed 
bis will in_ Scripture and Tradition; 
and fince both Scripture and Tradin - 
on are liable to be miſunderſtood, 
and the ſence of them miflaken; to 
ſecure Chriſtians from Error, there 
is « livins Infallible Fudge, con- 
Ritured and appoimted by Teſus 
Chriſt, to determine all Conrover- 
fies in matiers of Faith; and to 
explain all difficult Places of Scrip- 
prure. And that thoſe, and thoſe 
only, who ſubmit themſelves 16 this 
Infallible Judge, are the true 
members of the Catholic Church : 
But that all others, whether Pro- 
teftants, Hugonots, or bowever+ 
elſe denominated, who rejett this 
Fudge, are Heretics and Schiſma- 
TS, | 


This 


29-3 


"This is the ſubſtance of what 
your Authors ſay on this occa- 
fion. Particularly a late Treatiſe, 
called Seek and you fhall find: 
Printed by Z. #ills, Permifſn Su- 
periorum, doth thus declare, p. 6. 
< it is manifeſt this bare Writing 
*( the Scripture ) without ſome 
© iuing Fudge t0 interpret it, .can 
6 xever end Controverſies, nor ſecure- 
*Jy teftifie to us what we muſt 
* adbere 10, in caſe of difficulties ari- 
* fng from the meaning of the words. 
*Tt remains then neceſſary there 
© ſhould be ſome Supreme Fudge or 
© Court of Fudicature, amongſt them 
© who þave embraced that Religion ; 
© 20 the Sentence of which every oue 
* maſt be obliged to ſubmit, and 
” conſequently is muſt be ſecured from 
© Error in its 


It ſeems then, Fathers, an 
Infallible Judge 'is neceſſary up- 
| © MN 


I re : 
, 
An” 
| 
= z 
By 52 4q 

4 : 
ſ L fl 
1 I 
? 


2 —_ © an ol . _ —_ " $-& 
- . b F: , ad 4 GA - 
—_ ny 7 - ” ® » —_ ate wy * « ud - _ -_— 
_ 4 4s » - 5 CAES _ OT ESI - - & . 
NI MET 4-4, 44 CET and ot. Saad IP IT x - Swe wr ends Att — ug 4 rw rr Fs 7 —_ - _ F - $ —_ - 9 * Pol FS 
= SG = =—_ - as <-— — —— + a 4 . gn po. ua. d 44. s - oo 4 AS, 4 3 
450 = "Cat -— Sb ; _ -— ch. ” x U WT DL 
"4 "E RELA "er P> Ss 8 " F \ . —_— a3: p, _ - == - 
< ; F ” . 4 ” : * * "6 : bet? , I $US > 43 _ - Þ£@SGeTIIrL..- | - CORTE on 0 a oak STI - th 
p FREY x 7 Bet A the n b: Jas 4 : OLE, X, wa kd wy " Xt « 
1 a4 " dianocts | 1 "= root " L Ny 7 wie 440k + <7 < ad . -- —— - 
1 j 9p. dt - re fs Y 4 er 
Ne. . : . , v1 es KAY me i) un eannk >; AS ® ENS or 
J - - 4 
b 4") & Tees 0*\ wo _—_— "AN 
k 4 aura. wg b 
ds P neva Lad ** [" FOI - _—_— : 
MEER... 0 et UI rh Ln Co —— = nn es tn OT ae nmetn—— erg nan. 19. ed, 
- Ns as —_ —— 1 oo oe Rees + -y I IR - _ 4 A _ ———_ £4 
"I V « * a ' i i - bv £ L m___ bs y 3 X00" ws a. G % R . EI& 
- » 1 J S» - fo $44 wy 1 . 'z 1 wu %— Lf pads. _—_— . =% » -- 7 
= # Pho 1% Sa re OY ER Wt + CN ITTTII x7 05 OT ARARRGIAab4 hind» aa, ” 
al ” A Pa PITT 527 + "bf 4 Fo or 
; * _- EC TOTTTY - + - 
” » - Aw D bs powe\'1» PT ? 1, ore , , ? m 
p/ +9 MF HURT TIEN Ns CY 
= at) hedge S 4 #8 i 
4s 
y 
r p 4 
. vx 0 
Rs 5 q > l 


2 —_ 


-< -/ þ all | - o ow 
F Li 4 JN £ _ 
bs FN —_— v 4. aw 4-1 D 
_— - 
-. __, I De mary - —_ es - - 
a hit) a" RA | —— + Sas 9 ER 
A) wn 1am Q-- LE Sd PR en A Loren” 7 
ge #* 25; ALIEN Yam; wie th 748 
_s Wn m_—_ w_ Won er HUTT, 4 


( 
A 


isfe my Scrupt: 


thai 
need* 


nal 
ite 


» unerring Guttk 
y ſubmit: my ſelf tc 


It 


mit 
he Catholi, 


To in- 
e me a 


oZ 
q 
z; 


hn. And 
ant Mat 
Thas th: 
_ and 
are wholly 


y co 
iv 
fle with ins 


g any. 


. 
2 


ISnOT 


i 


,- 


queſt 


2 TOIIceFn. 


Pray give me 
rticulsr Anſwer tc 
10N 


know : 


fallible ; 
uiries 


ger tri 
q 


3 


fallibie Fudge 3 tha! 
" Fhat it is ſuffici- 
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I therefore neither 
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on theſe two accounts. 1. 
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k to fat 


It 


by. affirming: 


unportant 
do not any lon 


UPOrt. occaſion 1 ma 
in. fo weight 


Church, by - hoſd 
him ? ho 7s this 


etrine rontrary to | 
ent, for ſnch an 
am, 


al}! further 1: 


Faith ; Pray: Fathers, reſolve me 


Who is this 11 
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derpret the Scripture; 2. To end 
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needleſs in fo plain a matter; | 


I fay this is not ſufficient, un- 
leſs ' you can particularly reſolve 
me; Who if is that-hath the mas 
nagement of this Priviledge i in your 
Church. 

Tell me therefore diftinily; 
who i #his Infalibie Guide ? Where 
may 1 find him ? And that my 
Propoſal is pertinent and MOT; 
1 do thus £ONVINCE YOU. 


Suppoſe I ain iavetfing- to a 
certain Town : And do atk the 
next Man-1 meet, Which is the 
right way ? Who tells me it's a 
very crols Road to-find, and L 
may eafily 'imiſs jt, But, faith he, 
though 1 caiut direft you my elf; 
Fet- there - i5-2 Man lives in that 
Village, * who Enows every ftep fo 
exally; that if you take him for 


your Guide; you cannot poſkibly 
be miſtaken. * B Pray 
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Pray, Friend, fay 1, At what 
Bauſedoth-rhis honeft Man live ? 
What is his Name 2 How may 
I come to the, ſpeech of him? 
What manner of Man is he, ſhould 
] happen to meet him ? Nay ! faith 
be, 1 know nothing of all that, 
but you muſt find him as you can. 


Now ſuppoſe-every Man in the 
Village gives me the ſame wiſc 
Anſwer, what an admirable Di- 
reQion would this prove ? 


This 1s our Yery Caſe....:., - 

_ Ve are all Strangers and- Pil- 
grims in this World : Travelling 
towards that happy Place; the 
Heavenly Feruſclem. Hor diretti- 
on in our Journcy, 'God  heth: 
given us a Chari or Map, the 27 O- 
LY SCRIPTURES. Search 
the Scriptures, for in 1bem-ye think 
ye bas cterncl Lite, and they are 

thy 


| (21) 
| they which reflifie of me. John 
5+ 39- 


But now the Church of Rome 
tells me, That theſe Scriptures 
are a very imperfe& and uncer- 
tain Direttions Jn which there 
gre ſome things bard to be under- 
fiood, which the unlearned and 
anſlable wref} to their own Defru- 
Aion, 


- And therefore T am admoni- 
ſhed, not to meddle with theſe 
Scriptures my ſelf, which are 
very dangerous things, but to re- 
fign both them and my own 
Judgment into the hands of the 
Church, and then I am ſafe. For 
the Church being Infllible, can 
infallibly interpret all difficult Pla- 
ces of Scripture: and can furniſh 
ie with ſuch a Guide as will cer- 
r4trly direct me. 


K) 
3 , 
» PR 
7 718» 
. . 
- Sa < 
$43) 
o +36 pon 
» 
rf 
p % FP 
, 14” my k « 
F. - d >, A 
, 4 f 
. " Sf. 4 py 
- ; 7% [ a; 4 
cit (23 + 
; *} WS? (is { 
þ + 11410] : 
- 4 p * } . 
. C 4 > } _ 
4 = T l\'&E; - 
- ; . bl ' £ 
b £ ry 
Z. . 
I 5 'F' 
"© G | 4 $ 
n ; 4 - 
' Þ&*- 3 &E* 
$ " - F £ . 
- + 
5 XI f- 4:4 f 
wind t, : 
” - ; 1. \ \ 
. 14, Eran 
) = + o: i& 
z wet 3 | 
'y k by @ a8 
mn I. i» 4 
i 4 wr, } 
; k þ- {-S 
> } = 
£ >: ? $4 
| | me 
wy» , - ts 
g 4 ; 
: , 
( 
[i 
: FH ' ; 
-Q 
. 
. 
by CT . 
A p $ 
a ' 
, -” & - 
p TF'.» 4 . 
2 A. - i . 
[ .* 4 
4 1 - 
» 
| XL } j 
"S 5 
4 C 
1 | 
| [1 + 
4 \ . 
$4.44 4 
15 l 
; HE [4 
4 4 
1: i ih 
+1 » 
£10: / ; 4 
[1 - | 
[2 I F 
A 413 - 
AT Y- 
XR" y 
: : 
L -I 
* 5 - 
-} HIS 
x * F 
| Nt, 
d A _ 4 
g "13" 1 
i L bg 
4 4 F 
<2 Tv. _- 
p Wy ; 
$ CE) © . 
&4 4 
[ W.2 > 
"FS; d 
4 . | , 
4 [1 E 
' 2 F, 5 
ic P 
" .- 1 .* ” 
« ? » 
L 2 wy 
. - P 
I.  . & 
£. b 
4; > 
> i [1 . 
; < ? 
4 | 
43 as . 
, 7 
I 2 
% * > > 
| " _ 
4 & 
i KY i 
: > 
: i, P 
4 v1 
j 4 2 
. CY 
$ E 
4 bf 
*; £ | 
4 J N_ 
. ! 7 
of < b 
7? on 
i 
7+ 


R 4 ——_— 
LOGS > 
— ( 

5% 

Xo NI 4, \ 


oe <Voutrarns  Wtt F. 


$6 147 
— WE —_ 
" . x of,32 / 
wa w "3" "4 ts a * 
4 ns iT 2 wo f 
LS 
OT ISI y*0 1 nh - 
a - fo LY Ap_— 
ad 4 
m__ 1 4 


B 2 upon 


<= he may og 
my 


Td ms 
EE OINY IN F s 
*P. 


1k Ry i419 . L : 
þ , SIONS 
- apngery $f $3 5+ 120 C468 AMIE ra Pr F 
_ hm 7 ww P . - C 
© 
« oamag 
Coe I ERx_= xx ire conf ico ﬀcwz- 
Pr i we - it T1 + 6 
IIs Wy Wh ned p , —_—— 
why : bo < 
uw. , a 


+4 ge yo 


_ od wm Dip vr e= 
: oe IARC EC LAT ai . = \> $27 220 2 UID 
ns ond SUE LOW et ere R 
_ 4 = = _ 
* C4 9. id Wa 4 
7 ry x4 4, w2 = <6 


A 
\ 1 
% 


apr + ©; Seng? 2 
> *\ +++ 


&Y 
PP - ; ; Sth 4 eget De ae: 
Tc ior en een on LS ons «ce hh OD ER md 

- $4 Kent rt. 
wiedbr nec” <a pp nec: . nmmty1 4: < .. 4s _— 
REAAESEET . : 


NN wn id 


__. 


n= m_— 
nos BW, F - 
VEhc'h Mo Lag ves : gets 547"I- 


© Se, on 


very 
rut Piers, Line whe 


Oe DR dn oi En OBE, END "5 
© Le - . , "A ge do LIE _— Vaatany nc one : > FG. : - - 
W347 Ie. OG IE ks 5 I IT "I 
ade '- - 


EET 


ET So nn Ree I 
7 
- 
"y 
« : 
; ; 3! wy 23 
TE+t; ete 
, - 3 13? ; 
* : at! by 
of 1 5 s + , 
6 > _ 014 « iaÞ 
& j 0 8 Cs . 
[ +7.2739 4 me, d 
: Is 5 
+ 
| $ «  <' 
. " 2-1 . 
. + "Ez 
% bþ 21 4 4 
* 4 . , eg 
x: . 1 4; «< - 
£ " d " 4, 
| SLIT 13] tas 
k [R.4*, by { : 
id 4 y = 7 
*LW'&7 £158 ' $85 
{ 5 | 44 © 
bs > THESES + 0 5 
. [rs J ' \6.7 
- 1 .- , 
toy p - -Þ. 3} 
; 144 
.% > 4 « 
% , PSS. + 's 
. 7 ” 3 
1 { $ '* 4 11k 
« <2 | - b 4 
* FRA * ov . . 
44 $6695: © 5 BY bt Q 
q Mi 23 
- © ' 4 Is L oy T 
\ [| . £5 . & * 
£1 i: +30 Was 1 Beth 
, i: . 
F j bs 
- .! 
[* 3; 
} \ &2 , 
23% F; 
. 128 --: % 
bo F 
1 F 1 
Wwe j % 
® . " 
* . Y FF 6 
" 4s 
a o=y 
# a 's 
. « ” S 
v, ii 1 
D ® 4:11:36 
> "'# 
LE " | 
þ - 
> -£% 
7 . 
s 4 . 
+. 
3 4 "FT f 
, , : 
A < %; 
H F $, 
gy 'Y 4” 
* Fa _ - 
Þ »&x 
[2 Is 
- 4 
Mt bg 
» >» be WH 
z * o> 
” 4. 
<4 
$4 7. 
"<. 
( MI. 
1 ; v 
» f F ». 3.6 
$ >: 
: 18: ) 
% ; 
; *! 153 $$} 
4$*, 
TH 
[ y L., Fr 
us r 
== 
i © 
St « 
tf '7 
: » 
i / 3? 
Ll o 
þ q .- 
! 
; v. 
» 
| 4 
6: PS 
+\ 460 
4 += 
'W it 
o EF 
*% 
$34 - 
43 © 
[ 77 
1231 42 
» at. 
oy 
"8.7" [ : 
o , 
£4, . 
- E 
A 
' 
4] 
*; 
\ , 
) 
s i : 
bo, 
P 
o 
+ 
ET 1 
> - 
21 
£ 
11 : . 
7 1h | 0 
os... 1 « BT. .. 4 
i Ja Y; \ 
4 q : ft 
: 4 iss i487 
alt? - 4; 46 
SE i232" 
» .#| iis - : 
44 , 
1 41143. © 158 
WT 1 p- *Y 
Z d LL +23 ” 
141.01 3 iFE 
+ '> PI wt 
| 20538, : 218 
h ST» bo o 7" 
uy" 
W 8 6.4 f # 
4 14 wt : 4 
1 SL © 's. 
4k 46 <= £1 b : 
. I ” - þ* 
LS <0" 8 of, - 
wo! boa 42IE % , 
, z 
- $7 3 # 7 
f: #1 : 1 
bet 4 y 4 
2?$. Ya { WY 
. Fi j 7 3-* 
+ a =: b $ id 
Fi Bs ES 
=») F | ! 
$1 > 3 - 
: - 
Fa F-<23, + 1. 
M7 28 v4 
1-244 A 01 
A #1 3 44.598+ 
—> Fx 
Ls 
[4 » 28 1 
1 rt. 8-36. 
Z F be 9 
% 3? . 
"+3: re [2 
wo Fi 21 i d 
1 hee ma. 
>£ 3-4 
00G © 
- C ”" 
2 2 *- 
£44 4s Þ Pp 
al >! > 
4}. Ws 
% : 
£ - 
1 oc ” - 
ad: | Y 
mo 4 
P, Y £1 i] 
8 + 
ode; 'Y * 
c "3 
Vf 4 bg 
«"* If K 7 
18:< © io - 
{ +: BY ES” 
Y » ; *F 
1- T ' p, 
» q M 4 1 
+ 
+ '5RSt8 _ 
' ('F Ly o - 
os, 8 
7: . 
TH 
+; — P:.- 
» © "8 4 
£% b , 
£ F 
+ RT i 
” 7 & £ 
MS” +5 £4. 
= 
31. + d y 
F F by. 3 
» 1 
{ InT_- " 
* + AMY4 ; 
<< 
- bay ” - 
# 
# 2oie- 
© Be 3 £ 
k - 
4 y ; . 1 
Us 
; BE- "2 
7 5 
(30s * 
"4 
zZ 
+ 
[ 
L 


—_— wy 44 bon + 
T7 bYERINAR » my 
\ 4 . » a < 
. nn 'n 
1 « ; Pa. $ 
«+ — Z 
Mvars bx - > 3h an 2 $5 —_—_ 


OI 6 
M4 £27 om 
a he 
b : 
m— ey 
_ —_—— 


> 


| ( 22 \ 


Upon this peremptory $um- 
mons, it is my repeated requeſt ; 
That you would particalarly in- 
ftra& me in a matter of ſuch great 
Concernment. | 


Tell me diftinftly who this 
Guide is, and 1 do again faith- 
fully promiſe to reſign my ſelf ta 
his conduct. 


For I do firmly affure you, Fa- 
thers, Tam fo far from declining 
Conviction (the uſual Obfection 
againft Proteftants) that 1 have 
diligently inquired after this 7n- 
fallible Guide in all places, and in all 


, Companies. I have not only pro- 


poſed this Queſtion to the learn- 
ed Men of your Church in per- 
ſonal Diſcourſe ; but have alſo 
given my ſelf the freedom to read 
ſuch of your Authors, as 1 thought 
moſt likely to inftruct me. More 

eſpecially 


( 23) 

eſpecially I have had the curioſity 
to read the Stories of your emi- 
nent Coxverts, Who generally 
pretend to have left the Church 
of England, for want of {ich an in- 
fallible Guide, which they fancy 
to have found in the Church of 
Rome. 


Maſter Waddeſworth complains 
to his old friend Biſhop Bedell, 
That this, amongft other Motives, 
did occaſion him to forſake the 
Church of England, viz. the want 
7 4 certain, humane, external, in> 

allible Fudge 10 imerpret Scripture, 
and define Oneſtions of Faith with- 
out error. P. 328. And My, Creſ- 
jy gives this Reafon of his Con- 
verſion to Rome; Becauſe the 
Churchof England is a failable and 
a fallible Church. Append. to Ex- 
omol, p, 480. | 
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Now fince My, Crefſy doth more 
particularly treat of the Infallibi}i- 
ry of the Church of Rome (it be- 
ing the whole defign of his Exo- 
wologefis to explain and defend it) 
1 did with great exactneſs obſerve 
that Diſcourſe. Wherein 1 could 
not but take particular notice of 
theſe memorable words. p. $01. 


* when it 5 ſaid, The Church 
© 3s Infaflible, though this b2 com- - 
« monly underſtood of all the whole 
« Church in general; yet, when we 
© ſay, She is an infallible Guide; 
© tt is moſt ordinarily underſtood of 
* the Church, ſpeaking by ſome Autho- 
* rifed Perſon or Peyſons, repreſenting 
© the whole Body. | 


_ Here, Fathers, I did ratio nally 
expect ; that Mr. Cref ſhould have 
particularly declared 3 Who this 
infallible Repreſentative is. 


What 


C35 


What a fair opportunity was 
here offered diftinctly to infiruct 
us in this weighty matter ? And 
therefore you muſt needs allow 
me to be ſurprized at his tollowing 
Conceſhog. 


© About this Repreſentative there 
ts diverſity of opinions am3ng Ca- ; 
© rholicks. 


TNEAT 3 JD . 
Th 
— - * go id Eo to 
+——— 2 _— 
ET. rains LEE. obs ren Sands 
l 


Which in. plain terms 15: this, 
Catholicks. are not yet agreed ee 
this Inf fible Guides 


. And now, Fathers, Pray : "con- 
fider how you- have trifle. AG 
me. 7007 
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(26 ) 
pleaſe God; And the Church of Eng- 
Lend hath no Faith: 


But why, Fathers, hath ſhe no 
Faith ? Doth ſhe not believe the 
antient Creeds ? And doth - ſhe 
not acknowledge thoſe very Scrip- 
tures out of which thoſe Creeds are 
taker. - 

That's true. But, Alas, theſe 
ſignify nothing. Becauſe ſhe hath 
no 7afaltilble Guide to direct her, 
-how.to underfiand theſe Scriptures, 
or to interpret thoſe Creeds. T1 
do then demand ; Where ſuch a 
Guide miy be found? - You ſay, 
In the. Church of Rome, 1 do next 
very pertinently aſk you ; Who rs 
thy unerrizs Guide ; that fo, by ſub- 
mitting my ſelf to bis Direftions, 1 
may vecetve the benefit of bis con- 
and ? | 


— Afif 


( 27 ) 

And what ſhuffling Anſwers 
you do give me to ſo plain a 
Queſtion, Iam ever aftonithed te 
repeats 


And naw, Fathers, though what 
I have already propoſed is too 
juſt a prejudice againſt your 
Church (for if you cannot agree 
amongſt your ſelves, there is little 
hope you ſhould fatisfe me) 
yet further to convince you, how 
defiroys 1 am, if poſſible, of an 


happy Accomodation, 1 do thus . 


proceed in my inquiry. 


You have already granted ; 

That this If allible Guide 1s ſome 
Authoriſed Perſon or Perſons re- 
preſenting the whole Body. 


Let us therefore impartially ex- 
amine; Who 1s this infallible Re- 
prefſentative in your Church ? 
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your whole 
Though 


Party here in England) doth thus 


1 have been 
uſully inftruct us p.. 42. 


hough the Feſuites, the 


Canonifis, and ſuch like Court- 


feemed, by 


and as ſuch 1s 
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Which certainly can be no ©- 


ther but one of theſe Two. 
generally e 


the more ſober and learned Ca- 


eject 


Wherein the PAPIST RE- 
PRESENTED (who 1 ſup- 
poſe ſpeaks the ſence of 


yet it 1s 


1, His Holineſs the Pope, Or, 
2. A General Council. 
As to the Firſt ; 


told that t 

tholicks, a very weak and U 
Pinion 
ed 


grounded 0 


Parafites, have faid much for it ; 


uſually r 
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"Though ſome do allow him 
*(the POPE) the affiſtance of 
* a Divine Infallibility, without 
© being in a Genera} Council, yet 
© be is fatished, *tis only their 6- 


* xinton, and not their Faith, 


© There being no obligation from th2 


© Church, of affenting t0 any ſuch 


© Dyftr ine. 


From whence I do obſerve; 
That a Papift truly Repreſented 
is ſatisfied; The Pope is not in- 
fallible And indeed, Fathers, 


fam 1. Thus far then we z2re 


agreed, 


Let us new proceed with the 
ſame Candour to examine the pre- 
tences of 2 General Council. 


Which T1 might very briefly, 
and yet very etfectual thus dif- 
patch. 
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"4, If General-Councils ronfirm- 
ed by . the Pope : have. actually 
erred. (a LS 


2 If Generaf Councils confirm- 
ed by Popes; have made Deftniti- 
ons and Decrees ' plainly contradi- 
ctoxy. one to the. other... : 


2+ It a General Council confirm - 
ed -by one Pope, hath been con- . 
iemn'd by a General Council, con- 
farmed by another Pope : Then, 
Fathers, I hope you: will be for- 
ed to. acknowledge; unleſs Con- 
tractions can be true, That &@ 
Jeneral Council i nat infallible. 


As to the truth'df © theſe par-- 
icelars 3 the Divenes of the- Church 
j England have clearly proved 
hem to you;beyond poflibility of a 
Leply. And are TH] ready to refreſh 
'OUur memories when you ſhall de- 
re it. | Rs As 


* Wik 
(31 7 i 
' | _ 

As to my ſelf, Becauſe ſuch en- l 
largement doth require more ſkill, "|! 
in Eccleſtiftic4l Story, and the Re- WET 
cords of 'the Church, than can be b. : 
expected from a Perſon of my mean f EX 
Capacity; I ſhall therefore wave + 
that-kind 6f proof. And fhall thus 73 1: 
give you my thoughts, 1n a more lac, 
plain-and familiar manner, _ "We: 
- You ſay. Fathers, that a Gene- kl | 
fal Council is this infallible Judge, T': 
this unerring Guide. Let me there- yg : 

- . fore ask you this ſhort Queftion : | : 

Is there any General Council 4 
at this Day actually now ſitting, 1 
in any part of the Chriſtian 1 
World ? ; ; 

I am ſure you cannot pretend E - I 
that there is. And if not, Then : Wnt" 
there is no Ziviag Infallible Guide Jt 
in the preſent Church of Rome, wi i 
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I have propoſed this Scruple 
to. ſome of your Learned Men : 
and the Anſwer they hare return- 
ed is this (which if you do not 
like, pray give me a better) vi?. 
That though there. is no Council 
actually now fitting, as to their 
Perſons; yet there are many Coun- 
cils ftill extant in their Doctrines. 
Thoſe Reverend Fathers do ftil! 
hive in their Canons and Decrees, 


_ Which being committed to Wri- 


ting by faithful Scribes and Nota- 
ries : And _authentick Copies 
thus taken, they were thence pub- 
liſhed for the Direction of the 
Church in all ſucceeding Ages. 


To which I do thus humbly 
Reply. 

How often, Fathers, have you 
told us; That ms mzer Writing 
can be 4 Fudge (this being the ve- 
ry reaſon why you deny that 

Capa- 


(33) 


Capacity to the Holy Scriptures. 


* For by a Judge, all wiſe Men 
* underftand a Perſon endued with 
* Life and Reaſon ;- able to hear, 
© to examine, to declare his mind 
© to the diſagreeing parties. Which 
* no meer Writing, which is deaf, 
* dumb, and inanimate can be able 
* to do, 

V. Charity maintained by Catho- 
Iicks, Cap. 2. $. 3. Þ. 42+ | 


So that theſe Canons being but 
a Writing, they may indeed be a 
Rule, but they cannot be a +#ugge. 


And hereupon, for my hetter 
ſatisfaction, pray refolve me theſe 


Queries. 


1.Suppoſe a Controverſie ſhould 
ariſe about the Canons of any Coun- 
cil, how and in what ſence they 
are to be underftool ; can ſuch 
. Decrees 


( 34 ) 
Decrees determine themſclves and 
-xplain their own meaning * 


Tf fo, then 

2. Why muſt not the-ſame Pri- 
viledgebe granted to the Holy Scri-. 
ptures? Why cannot the Wri- 
tings of God judge and determine 
Controverſies, as well as the Wri- 
tings of Men ? 


3. Whether cannot the Spirit . 
of God, by which the Scriprires 
were indicted, expreſs his mind 
as plainly and intelligibly as the 
Fathers of any Council ? 


But now if you are forced to 
grant (and 1 do not ſce how you 
can avoid it) That when the De- 
crees of any Council ſhall be con- 
troverted, there muſt be ſome li- 
ving fudge to determine fuch Dif- 
ference: 1 am then ftill to ſeek, 
what 1 doubt I ſhall never find. 

RS | For 


[3$8- 


For after all this ſearch; and the 
moſt ſtrict and diligent attention 
to your learned Inftructions; the 
Subſtance of what you have aid 
in the matter is no more than this. 


The Church of Rome #* inf allidle, 


That's certain.'Tis Herefie to doubt 
its 

" But what this fallibility hgni- 
fies 2 Whence you your ſelves had 
it ? Or,where we Proteſtants (who 


"are {o much | 'upbraided with the 


want of it) may find it ? 

' What Controverſies hath it de- 
cided? What Texts of Scripture 
hath it explained ? What differen- 
ces hath i it compoſed ? 


Theſe, Fathers, are ſome of thoſe 
Queſtions, which at your beft lei- 
ſure I defire you to reſolve me. 
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your 
noiſe.* 


It they think to frighten you 


Be not perſwaded out. 'of 


Senſes with confidence and 
that ſome men are in the Rzgkt ; 


becauſe they fay it is impoſſible 


. Nor do you prefently conclude, 
they ſhould be in the Wrozg. 


CONcern. 


iato 


| C237 3 

into tnelr way by telling you'; 
that you are other-wiſe Damned : 
Regard ſuch threatnings no more 
th:n you would the Ravings of 
a Quaker. For not he that com- 
mendetb himſelf u# approved, but 
whom the Lord Commendeth, 2 Cor. 
10. 18, 


Be not diſcouraged ; nor ſuf- 
pet the truth of your Faith, be. 
cauſe at firft hearing you cannot 
Anſwer a Sophiſtical Objet:9r. 
Thinking men, who expedtt ſo- 
lid Arguments, may poſſibly be 
\urpriz'd, on the ſuddain, with 
ſuch flender Stuff. Por even a 
Child may puzzle a »States-man, 
at Riddle my Riddle. 


But theſe kind of Tricks, 
when a little examined, how 
trifling do they appear? and fig- 
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ing but the Confidence 


ſe who urge them. 
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